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The European Union and Human Rights – Essentials, Insights and Outlooks 

9 – 12 May 2022 

Four Seasons Hotel – Mesaimeer Hall 

 

Bibliography and Objectives 

This four-day seminar will discuss the EU´s role in the context of human rights. It will look in 

detail at the main European inter-governmental organisations regarding human rights: The Council 

of Europe (CoE) and the European Union (EU). The focus will be both on the internal European 

human rights systems, but also their cooperation and external EU policies. The workshop invites 

the participants to learn about the European institutions and the tools developed to promote 

democracy and protect human rights. Drawing on these essentials the participants will also be 

challenged to assess the EU´s position critically and gain practical insights through case studies. 

Groupwork and the interactive approach of the seminar will enable diverse discussions and 

learning from each other´s experiences and different point of views. The main objective is to gain a 

better understanding of the European human rights system and to discuss current and future 

human rights challenges in this regard. 

 

Learning objectives 

 

• Get a detailed overview of the EU values and EU institutions 

• Understand the European human rights system and its implications 

• Comprehend the difference between the EU and the Council of Europe 

• Get a better picture of human rights in the EU and their legislation through case studies 

and group work 

• Understand the decision making process and law-making in the EU 

• Be able to analyse and look at the EU´s external relations from different angles 

• Get to know current and future human rights challenges and their context 

• Learn through discussing and debating with each other 
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What is the rule of law? 

The rule of law is enshrined in Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union as one of the founding 

values of the Union. Under the rule of law, all public powers always act within the constraints set 

out by law, in accordance with the values of democracy and fundamental rights, and under the 

control of independent and impartial courts. The rule of law includes, among others, principles 

such as legality, implying a transparent, accountable, democratic and pluralistic process for enacting 

laws; legal certainty; prohibiting the arbitrary exercise of executive power; effective judicial 

protection by independent and impartial courts, effective judicial review including respect for 

fundamental rights; separation of powers; and equality before the law.  These principles have been 

recognised by the European Court of Justice and the European Court of Human Rights.  

Source: European Commission, Communication "Further strengthening the Rule of Law within 

the Union", doc. COM(2019) 163 final: (Online) 
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/debate-details.html?date=20211019&detailBy=date
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52019DC0163
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52019DC0163
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52019DC0163
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https://www.unhcr.org/uk/protection/basic/526a22cb6
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UNICEF VIDEO MATERIALS 

A few illustrative short videos about some of the work of UNICEF around the world 

UNICEF | for every child - Bing video 

(general video about UNICEF—for every child with Liam Niessen) 

Toxic air for children? Take a deep breath | UNICEF - Bing video 

(on toxic air and climate change in general) 

Josaphat’s mission: clean water for every child in South Sudan | UNICEF - Bing video 

(what UNICEF does to provide water and sanitation around the world—example of Sudan) 

No child should go to bed hungry | UNICEF - Bing video 

(Some of UNICEF’S work on nutrition) 

(video on reimaging education) 

Child marriage | UNICEF - Bing video 

(on Child marriage and the importance of working with girls and communities to prevent child 

marriage) 

 

https://www.unhcr.org/admin/dipstatements/61600ac34/statement-ms-gillian-triggs-assistant-high-commissioner-protection-72nd.html
https://www.unhcr.org/611d1bac7
https://ecre.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Policy-Papers-03.pdf
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=videos+about+UNICEF&docid=607995282825638445&mid=2C3A04349A88EA245B382C3A04349A88EA245B38&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=unicef+video+for+kids&&view=detail&mid=4212B5C4697AE40BE4F64212B5C4697AE40BE4F6&&FORM=VDRVSR
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=unicef+mission&docid=608043034267973763&mid=B707DC227A9AF1F97332B707DC227A9AF1F97332&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=unicef+video+for+kids&&view=detail&mid=8690103E3138EC190DD98690103E3138EC190DD9&rvsmid=1D561D24EFA1EE581CAF1D561D24EFA1EE581CAF&FORM=VDRVRV
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=videos+about+UNICEF&&view=detail&mid=638869F9A74E229EAD8E638869F9A74E229EAD8E&&FORM=VDRVRV

